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12th Sunday, Year C.

www.livingtheword.org.nz 
Hearing and Living the Sunday Readings

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1 Zec 12:10-11; 13:1

Thus says the LORD:
I will pour out on the house of David and on the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and petition;
and they shall look on him whom they have pierced,
and they shall mourn for him as one mourns for an 
only son, and they shall grieve over him as one 
grieves over a firstborn.
 
On that day the mourning in Jerusalem shall be as 
great as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the plain of 
Megiddo.
 
On that day there shall be open to the house of David
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, a fountain to 
purify from sin and uncleanness.
 

Reading 2 Gal 3:26-29

Brothers and sisters:
Through faith you are all children of God in Christ 
Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person,
there is not male and female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s descendant, heirs according to the 
promise.
 

Gospel Lk 9:18-24

Once when Jesus was praying in solitude, and the 
disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the 
crowds say that I am?” They said in reply, “John the 
Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, ‘One of the ancient 
prophets has arisen.’”

Reflection Process / Questions

• 10 mins Reading - underline a word or idea 
that strikes you

• 10 mins Writing - write what you have heard, 
write your response to a reflection question(s) 
that attracts your attention

• 10 mins Sharing / Praying - share with a friend 
or pray to God about livingtheword you have 
heard.

• The Old Testament readings are often 
fulfilled by Jesus in the New Testament 
Gospel Reading. Hadadrimmon is the 
special mourning place for King Josiah 
who called his people to change and 
repentance but was killed in battle in the 
plain of Megiddo. Have you experienced a 
special place where you ʻturnedʼ to God? 

• Paul writes to the community in Galatia 
and is upset with Jewish Christians 
misleading newly baptised people. He 
writes to them teaching them that obeying 
all the Jewish Laws does not ʻsaveʼ us. 
We need to get the right starting point of 
our relationship with God.  Do you think 
more about what you could do for God 
(obedience to the law), or what God has 
done for you in Christ (unmerited and 
unconditional love for sinners through his 
saving death on the cross)? What is the 
correct starting point for Paul and why? 

• Paul writes in his letter using a very early 
baptismal prayer. All barriers of culture 
and race (Jews / Greeks), gender (male / 
female), social standing (slave or free) 
have been dissolved by baptism and 
following Christ. What barriers and walls 
between people upset you? What barriers 
are present in your own life / attitudes?
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Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” Peter said in reply, “The Christ of God.”
He rebuked them and directed them not to tell this 
to anyone.
 
He said, “The Son of Man must suffer greatly
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day 
be raised.”
 
Then he said to all, “If anyone wishes to come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow me. For whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake will save it.”

• Dare to insert your name in the Gospel 
today: ʻBut you _________, who do you 
say that I am?ʼ Enter the conversation 
without other peopleʼs answers. What 
would your words of response to Jesus 
be?

• It is strange that Jesus rebukes Peter for 
his answer. Jesus wants them to be silent 
before they truly understand what type of 
messiah / Christ Jesus is. It will not be the 
military glory of public expectation but a 
suffering messiah who is rejected and 
killed before rising again. This requires a 
completely new mind-set for Jewish 
people and Jesusʼ followers. It is 
shameful for God to suffer and die. It is 
the obstacle that Jews cannot overcome. 
Jesus therefore cannot be the Messiah. 
What do you think? 

• Jesus speaks now to ʻallʼ followers to take 
up oneʼs cross. The wooden ʻcrossʼ in 
Jesusʼ time was an instrument of death 
used to kill revolutionaries. It is shocking 
for Jesus to tell his followers they must 
ʻtake it upʼ. Have you ever thought of 
Jesusʼ requiring his disciples to be radical 
revolutionaries and being willing to ʻdieʼ 
for his values? What does ʻtake up your 
cross mean to you? 

• The context of Jesusʼ words are not of a 
one time martyrdom or death, but a ʻdailyʼ 
sacrificial living. And it is not ʻdaily 
burdensʼ but something far deeper. Jesus 
invites disciples into the posture of a 
condemned person awaiting a death 
sentence. No worldly attachments are 
present now. Everything is stripped away 
by the ʻdeathʼ sentence to ʻselfʼ. There is 
to be no holding back. Have you ever 
considered religious or priestly life as a 
deeply freeing experience of letting go to 
give ʻall to Christʼ? What excites or scares 
you about such a call?

• What is one action that you will do to 
ʻlivethewordʼ this week? 
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