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Hearing and Living the Sunday Readings

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading 1 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21

The LORD said to Elijah:
“You shall anoint Elisha, son of Shaphat of 
Abelmeholah, as prophet to succeed you.”
 
Elijah set out and came upon Elisha, son of Shaphat,
as he was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen; he was 
following the twelfth. Elijah went over to him and threw 
his cloak over him. Elisha left the oxen, ran after Elijah, 
and said, “Please, let me kiss my father and mother 
goodbye, and I will follow you.”

Elijah answered, “Go back! Have I done anything to 
you?” Elisha left him, and taking the yoke of oxen, 
slaughtered them; he used the plowing equipment for 
fuel to boil their flesh, and gave it to his people to eat.
Then Elisha left and followed Elijah as his attendant.

 

Reading 2 Gal 5:1, 13-18

Brothers and sisters:
For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do 
not submit again to the yoke of slavery.
 
For you were called for freedom, brothers and sisters.
But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the 
flesh; rather, serve one another through love. For the 
whole law is fulfilled in one statement, namely, You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself. But if you go on 
biting and devouring one another, beware that you are 
not consumed by one another.
 
I say, then: live by the Spirit and you will certainly not 
gratify the desire of the flesh. For the flesh has desires 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; 

Reflection Process / Questions

• 10 mins Reading - underline a word or idea 
that strikes you

• 10 mins Writing - write what you have heard, 
write your response to a reflection question(s) 
that attracts your attention

• 10 mins Sharing / Praying - share with a friend 
or pray to God about livingtheword you have 
heard.

• Elijah is one of the greatest prophets of 
the Old Testament. But even he gets tired. 
God tells him to find his successor to 
continue the prophetʼs work. In your 
ministry and service of God are you 
ʻfinding a successorʼ to share the load and 
replace you? Have a conversation with 
God about this. 

• Elisha is very wealthy. Most families 
would own only 1 Oxen. He kills the 12 
Oxen and uses the farming tools to create 
a fire. He destroys everything so as to not 
be attracted back to his old life. He makes 
a decision that Godʼs work has primacy of 
place and is the first calling upon his life. 
Imagine living these actions within your 
own life and circumstances. What attracts 
you? In what areas of your life are you not 
ʻfreeʼ? 

• St Paul continues to teach the Galatian 
community about the true nature of 
freedom. Freedom is really being ʻfree for 
othersʼ. To not be attached or enslaved to 
material possessions and self indulging 
desires (flesh) requires discipline and 
effort. In what area of your life could you 
make a daily prayer this week for God to 
help you? Is there an action you could do 
to enter this particular journey of ʻfreedomʼ 
this week? 
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these are opposed to each other, so that you may 
not do what you want. But if you are guided by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law.
 

Gospel Lk 9:51-62

When the days for Jesus’ being taken up were 
fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey to 
Jerusalem, and he sent messengers ahead of 
him. On the way they entered a Samaritan village
to prepare for his reception there, but they would 
not welcome him because the destination of his 
journey was Jerusalem. When the disciples 
James and John saw this they asked, “Lord, do 
you want us to call down fire from heaven to 
consume them?” Jesus turned and rebuked them, 
and they journeyed to another village.
 
As they were proceeding on their journey 
someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go.” Jesus answered him, “Foxes have dens 
and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to rest his head.”
 
And to another he said, “Follow me.” But he 
replied, “Lord, let me go first and bury my father.”
But he answered him, “Let the dead bury their 
dead. But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.” And another said, “I will follow you, Lord,
but first let me say farewell to my family at home.”
To him Jesus said, “No one who sets a hand to 
the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for 
the kingdom of God.”

• From Luke 9,51 we meet a tougher 
Jesus. Some texts have Jesus ʻset his 
face like flintʼ toward Jerusalem. He is 
determined and makes large demands of 
his disciples. Going to Jerusalem 
represents Jesusʼ obedience to God to do 
ʻhis willʼ. Is there anything you have heard 
God ask you to do? What will it involve for 
you to ʻset your faceʼ resolutely toward 
doing it? 

• Three unknown people have questions 
about discipleship in the Gospel. We are 
invited to hear their questions echo in our 
own hearts, enter the conversation, 
respond to Jesusʼ challenge. Jesus has 
nowhere to lay his head. Are you free 
enough to leave home, security, comfort?

• Care for and burial of oneʼs parents was a 
top social and cultural priority for Jewish 
people. Allegiance to parents and duties 
as a child is replaced by Jesus with 
ʻproclaiming the kingdom of Godʼ. What 
pressures or expectations does society or 
your family place upon you? Do these 
ʻlimitʼ your freedom to respond to God by 
living the values and lifestyle of Jesus? 
How? What will you now do? 

• Jesus takes disciples on a special journey  
toward Jerusalem from this point in the 
Gospel. There is no turning back. The joy 
and success of ministry in Galilee 
changes to resistance by religious people 
and civil authorities. Jesus urgently 
teaches his disciples about mission and 
the Kingdom of God. Imagine a fire is 
burning and many peopleʼs lives are in 
danger. Would you let go of your ʻworkʼ to 
ʻsaveʼ these people? Such is the call of 
the Kingdom of God. How will you 
respond? 

• What is one action that you will do to 
ʻlivethewordʼ this week? 
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