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Hearing and Living the Sunday Readings

Reading 1 2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14

It happened that seven brothers with their mother were 
arrested and tortured with whips and scourges by the 
king, to force them to eat pork in violation of God's law. 
One of the brothers, speaking for the others, said: 
"What do you expect to achieve by questioning us? 
We are ready to die rather than transgress the laws of 
our ancestors."

At the point of death he said: "You accursed fiend, you 
are depriving us of this present life, but the King of the 
world will raise us up to live again forever.  It is for his 
laws that we are dying."

After him the third suffered their cruel sport. He put out 
his tongue at once when told to do so, and bravely 
held out his hands, as he spoke these noble words: "It 
was from Heaven that I received these; for the sake of 
his laws I disdain them; from him I hope to receive 
them again." Even the king and his attendants 
marveled at the young man's courage, because he 
regarded his sufferings as nothing.

After he had died, they tortured and maltreated the 
fourth brother in the same way.  When he was near 
death, he said, "It is my choice to die at the hands of 
men with the hope God gives of being raised up by 
him; but for you, there will be no resurrection to life."

Reading 2 2 Thes 2:16-3:5

Brothers and sisters:
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our 
Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting 
encouragement and good hope through his grace,
encourage your hearts and strengthen them in every 
good deed and word.

Reflection Process / Questions

• 10 mins Reading - underline a word or idea 
that strikes you

• 10 mins Writing - write what you have heard, 
write your response to a reflection question(s) 
that attracts your attention

• 10 mins Sharing / Praying - share with a friend 
or pray to God about livingtheword you have 
heard.

• The stories of the Mother and 7 Brothers 
in the book of Maccabees aims to share 
Jewish Hero stories. While under 
persecution from Roman Emperors it was 
helpful to look to examples of great 
courage and faithfulness to Jewish 
teaching and tradition. It is best 
understood not primarily as exact history, 
but faith lessons taught via story. It was 
the Macaabean family that stirred up a 
revolt against Syrian authorities and drove 
them out of Israel. These young brothers 
along with their Mum defiantly proclaim 
their belief in the resurrection. If in the 
midst of a violent persecution, where 
would your heart and thoughts turn to? 

• St Paul reminds the Thessalonians that 
they are not to sit idle, waiting for the end 
of time. They are to do all they can so that 
the Word of the Lord may speed 
forward... and keep on ʻdoingʼ what they 
have been instructed to do by Paul. This 
requires the ʻendurance of christʼ. How 
would you rate your discipleship journey 
at present. Idle? Speeding forward? What 
do you require endurance in? 
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Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that 
the word of the Lord may speed forward and be 
glorified, as it did among you, and that we may be 
delivered from perverse and wicked people, for 
not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful; he will 
strengthen you and guard you from the evil one. 
We are confident of you in the Lord that what we 
instruct you, you are doing and will continue to do. 
May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God
and to the endurance of Christ.

Gospel Lk 20:27-38

Some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a 
resurrection, came forward and put this question 
to Jesus, saying, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us,
If someone's brother dies leaving a wife but no 
child, his brother must take the wife and raise up 
descendants for his brother.  Now there were 
seven brothers; the first married a woman but 
died childless. Then the second and the third 
married her, and likewise all the seven died 
childless.  Finally the woman also died.  Now at 
the resurrection whose wife will that woman be?
For all seven had been married to her." 

Jesus said to them, "The children of this age 
marry and remarry; but those who are deemed 
worthy to attain to the coming age and to the 
resurrection of the dead neither marry nor are 
given in marriage. 

They can no longer die, for they are like angels;
and they are the children of God because they are 
the ones who will rise.  That the dead will rise
even Moses made known in the passage about 
the bush, when he called out 'Lord, 'the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob; and he is not God of the dead, but of the 
living, for to him all are alive."

• Sadducees were the elite priestly class 
that served in the Temple. They only 
believed in the Torah (first 5 books of the 
Bible) and did not consider other writings 
or oral traditions as binding. Consequently  
they did not believe in the Resurrection. 
They sought to involve Jesus in a 
conversation that would cause others to 
ridicule him. Their view of marriage was a 
Levirite view. Marriage continued the 
family line and stopped a family dying out.  
Jesus challenges the Sadducees not to 
think so narrowly. In death we are 
changed, not ʻdeadʼ. And there is more to 
marriage than maintaining children. Have 
you ever considered that Marriage is to 
symbolise the union we will have with 
God in heaven? Marriage is a sign 
pointing to a heavenly reality. When you 
are in the ʻrealityʼ of the restaurant you no 
longer need the ʻsignʼ for the restaurant. 
What does this teach you about Christian 
Marriage?  

• Celibacy and Chastity are connected with 
Marriage as they seek to live the ʻrealityʼ 
of union with God in heaven instead of 
living the ʻsignʼ of God in marriage. Can 
you see how priests, sisters, brothers, 
consecrated lay people, married people 
are all ʻpointingʼ to the same reality? Have 
you ever had difficulty understand the vow  
of ʻchastityʼ that religious people make? 
Do you understand a little more now?

• In celebrating the recent All Souls Day 
(November 2nd) did it stir up within you 
thoughts of resurrection and your belief in 
the after-life. How would you say the 
Resurrection affects your life ʻnowʼ? 

• What is one action that you will do to 
ʻlivethewordʼ this week? 
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