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Hearing and Living the Sunday Readings

Reading 1 Wis 18:6-9
The night of the passover was known beforehand to
our fathers, that, with sure knowledge of the oaths
in which they put their faith, they might have courage.
Your people awaited the salvation of the just and the
destruction of their foes. For when you punished our
adversaries, in this you glorified us whom you had
summoned. For in secret the holy children of the good
were offering sacrifice and putting into effect with one
accord the divine institution.
Reading 2 Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 8-12
Brothers and sisters:
Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and
evidence of things not seen. Because of it the
ancients were well attested.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go
out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance;
he went out, not knowing where he was to go. By faith
he sojourned in the promised land as in a foreign
country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs of
the same promise; for he was looking forward to the
city with foundations, whose architect and maker is
God. By faith he received power to generate, even
though he was past the normal age —and Sarah
herself was sterile— for he thought that the one who
had made the promise was trustworthy.
So it was that there came forth from one man,
himself as good as dead, descendants as numerous
as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sands
on the seashore.
Gospel Lk 12:32-48 or 12:35-40
Jesus said to his disciples:
“Do not be afraid any longer, little flock,

Reflection Process / Questions
• 5 mins Reading - underline a word or idea that
strikes you
• 5 mins Writing - write what you have heard,
write your response to a reflection question(s)
that attracts your attention
• 5 mins Sharing / Praying - share with a friend
or pray to God about livingtheword you have
heard.

• The Book of Wisdom was written to help
Jews life faithfully in the midst of the big
and unbelieving city of Alexandria. The
strong Greek culture, pagan worship, and
completely different view on life caused
many Alexandrian Jews to have a crisis of
faith. The writer encourages them to have
courage in the ʻoaths in which they put
their faithʼ and to live according to the
divine commands given by God. What is
your biggest struggle in living in a secular
society? What particular belief, knowledge
or practice is at the source of your
courage to keep ʻfaithfulʼ?
• The Letter to the Hebrews is the 2nd
reading for the next 4 weeks. It is a letter
written to ʻHebrewsʼ to help them
understand how their Old Testament
worship has now been completed and
overtaken by the Cross of Christ.
Abraham is inspirational as a model of
ʻfaithʼ. He left home not knowing where he
was going, actively stepped out and
searched for Land, slept with his sterile
wife Sarah trusting in a child. It would
have been easy to sit on the couch
waiting for Godʼs promises. Abraham
reminds us to participate. Are their areas
in your life where you need to participate
more with God? What is the next step?
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for your Father is pleased to give you the
kingdom.
Sell your belongings and give alms. Provide
money bags for yourselves that do not wear out,
an inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief
can reach nor moth destroy. For where your
treasure is, there also will your heart be.
“Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like
servants who await their master’s return from a
wedding, ready to open immediately when he
comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants
whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival.
Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself, have them
recline at table, and proceed to wait on them. And
should he come in the second or third watch and
find them prepared in this way, blessed are those
servants.
Be sure of this: if the master of the house had
known the hour when the thief was coming, he
would not have let his house be broken into. You
also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not
expect, the Son of Man will come.”
Then Peter said, “Lord, is this parable meant for
us or for everyone?” And the Lord replied,
“Who, then, is the faithful and prudent steward
whom the master will put in charge of his servants
to distribute the food allowance at the proper
time? Blessed is that servant whom his master
on arrival finds doing so. Truly, I say to you, the
master will put the servant in charge of all his
property. But if that servant says to himself,
‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and begins to
beat the menservants and the maidservants, to
eat and drink and get drunk, then that servant’s
master will come on an unexpected day and at an
unknown hour and will punish the servant
severely and assign him a place with the
unfaithful. That servant who knew his master’s
will but did not make preparations nor act in
accord with his will shall be beaten severely;
and the servant who was ignorant of his master’s
will but acted in a way deserving of a severe
beating shall be beaten only lightly. Much will be
required of the person entrusted with much, and
still more will be demanded of the person
entrusted with more.”

• Luke continues to develop a theme of
Jesusʼ teachings on wealth and greed.
Building a bigger barn to house more
grain was considered foolish - it signalled
a decision to move from having ʻenoughʼ
to having ʻluxuryʼ, total sensual
satisfaction combined with a blindness to
those who do not have ʻenoughʼ to eat
and drink. Have you considered moving
from ʻhoping to be generousʼ to a decision
ʻto be generousʼ? Opening up a ʻGod
bank accountʼ? Asking your priest or
friends who is in need in your local area?
• The invitation to sell your belongings and
give alms is for Luke a decision to live a
very different lifestyle. To throw away all
plans of greed and self centeredness and
live simply so others may simply ʻliveʼ.
How you ever considered voluntary
poverty and simplicity of life so that
resources may be shared for others? Is
there a life-style choice that you could
make this week to live this invitation?
• The Christian community is recognising
Jesusʼ return is not coming immediately.
The parable shares an image. Disciples
are to understand themselves as ʻcaretakersʼ charged with the task of ʻfood
distributionʼ. Attending to this task
determines where believers will spend
eternity! Did you know 1 billion people are
hungry every day? Ever thought of
dropping off food to a ʻfood bankʼ or
starting a collection in your parish?
• If entry into heaven was based on a quiz,
and you knew the answers before-hand,
would you practise the answers? If we are
to clothe the naked, feed the hungry,
comfort the sick and lost - and we know
this is the ʻmasters willʼ - would we be
found ʻreadyʼ? Do we fear not being found
ready.... are we in for a ʻsevere beatingʼ?
• What is one action that you will do to
ʻlivethewordʼ this week?
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